
Independent museum receives accolade in National competition 
 
 
The Anson Engine Museum in Poynton was praised by the judges and presented with a 

Highly Commended certificate in the National Museums & Heritage Awards for Excellence 

– the museums equivalent of the Oscars.  

 

This local, independent museum is run by one paid employee and a handful of volunteers 

and receives no council or government funds towards its running costs.  Despite this, it 

made the short list in two categories and went on to receive Highly Commended in the 

“Project on a Limited Budget” category.  The awards were presented at a glittering 

ceremony on Wednesday 13th May at Church House in Westminster, by journalist and 

broadcaster, Simon Calder. 

 

The judges praised it’s creativity in finding innovative ways to overcoming issues of 

funding.  Other museums and attractions in their category are among giants of the 

industry with many more staff and vastly different budgets at their disposal.   

 

Geoff Challinor, Chairman of the Museum said “it was a tremendous honour to have been 

at the dinner representing Cheshire East and the great attractions we have in this area.  

To receive Highly Commended in such a prestigious competition is fantastic; it’s a tribute 

to the hard work and dedication of all the volunteers at the museum.” 
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