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Visitors to the museum on Saturday 26th September took great delight in watching 
the arrival of the museum’s latest exhibit – 18 tons of Mirrlees engine.   
 
The engine had been at the Bristol Aeroplane Company at Filton, Bristol,   (later to 
become part of Rolls Royce.)  There were six Mirrlees engines running the power 
station, four at East Works and two at Filton Sub Station. 
 
They were supplied in 1952 and 1953 and they each drove a 1000KW generator.  
Below is a photo of them that appeared in a Mirrlees Sales Brochure. 
 
 

 
 
The Company had plans to scrap the power station and demolish the building. 
Through their interest in aircraft engines the plans became known to John Ashton 
and Denis Kay who contacted the Anson Engine Museum.  We explained about 
our lack of cash so would be unable to mount a rescue operation.  Determined not 
to let all these engines go to scrap John and Denis hatched a rescue plan, 
determined to save an engine for posterity.   
 
Following are some of the photographs Denis took during his visits to the factory 
while negotiating how one engine could be preserved.  Thanks to their efforts the 
engine was removed and shipped to the museum.  Colin Stafford (Crane Off-Load 
Specialist) organized the transport.  We are extremely grateful to Denis, Colin and 
John (and the gang) for all their hard work.   

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   



This sectioned diagram is from a Mirrlees Sales Brochure 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Engine arriving at the museum 

 

 

 
 



Photo below shows Colin Stafford, Geoff Challinor, Denis Kay and John Ashton 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped with moving the engine to the museum 
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